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Occupational Profile 

	OFO code
	622101

	Occupation
	Electronic Pre-press Screen Printing Technician

	Specialisation
	Yes


[bookmark: _Toc187637621]
Occupational Purpose
[bookmark: _Toc187636016][bookmark: _Toc187637622]The Electronic Pre-press Screen Printing Technician engages in a number of pre-press activities within the screen printing environment. . They interrogate and pre-flight pre-press media, create print layouts and impositions, prepare contract proofs and set up, operate and maintain machinery and equipment to image and process print ready forms.
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Occupational Tasks
1. Converting pre-press media for output devices (RIP) for screen printing (NQF Level 4)
2. Producing image carriers for screen printing (NQF Level 2)
3. Preparing contract proofs for screen printing (NQF Level 4)
4. Evaluating and performing pre-flight checks on pre-press media for screen printing (NQF Level 4 )  
5. Using computer applications to create print layouts and impositions for screen printing (NQF Level 4)
Task 1:     Converting pre-press media for output devices (RIP) for screen printing (NQF Level 4)
Unique Product or Service: 
Digital press ready file for screen printing

Knowledge Focus Areas
· Image carriers/devices
· Raster Image Processor (RIP)

Occupational Responsibilities:
i) Use a Raster Image Processor (RIP)  (NQF Level 4)

The learner will be required to:
a. Transferring data to image carriers/device (plates, cylinders, screens, film)
b. Set-up operate and maintain the Raster Image Processor (RIP)

Occupational Contexts:
i) Observe and assist a supervisor/mentor use a Raster Image Processor (RIP) (NQF Level 4)
ii) Use a Raster Image Processor (RIP) under supervision of a supervisor/mentor (NQF Level 4)
iii) Use a Raster Image Processor (RIP) independently but subject to quality checks by a supervisor/mentor (NQF Level 4)

Task 2:  Producing image carriers for screen printing (NQF Level 2)
Unique Product or Service: 
Print ready image carrier for screen printing

Knowledge Focus Areas
· Screen printing plate making devices

Occupational Responsibilities:
i) Process screen printing plates  (NQF Level 2)
The learner will be required to:
a. Set-up and operate screen printing plate making devices
b. Process  screen printing plates according to requirements
c. Perform quality assurance tests/checks

Occupational Contexts:
i) Observe and assist an Electronic Pre-press Screen Printing Technician process screen printing plates (NQF Level 2)
ii) Process screen printing plates under supervision of an Electronic Pre-press Screen Printing Technician
iii) Process screen printing plates independently but subject to quality checks by an Electronic Pre-press Screen Printing Technician
Task 3:    Preparing contract proofs for screen printing (NQF Level 4)
Unique Product or Service: 
Customer-endorsed colour correct pre-press proof for screen printing

Knowledge Focus Areas
· Proofing devices
· Soft and hard proofing techniques (lighting conditions)
· Client liaison
· Spectrophotometry and densitometry
· Calibration of devices
· Ink utilisation techniques
· Profile curves
· Press compensation techniques/principles

Occupational Responsibilities:
i) Prepare colour correct contract proofs that are verified as representative of the final printed products (NQF Level 4)

The learner will be required to:
a. Set-up, operate and maintain pre-press proofing devices
b. Produce pre-press proof (soft and hard)
c. Optimise ink utilisation
d. Apply press compensation profile curves
e. Perform quality assurance tests/checks

Occupational Contexts:
i) Observe and assist an  Electronic Pre-press Technician prepare contract proofs (includes preparing, operating and maintaining equipment and producing pre-press proofs) for screen printing
ii) Prepare screen printing proofs under supervision of an Electronic Pre-press Screen Printing Technician
iii) Prepare screen printing proofs independently but subject to quality checks by an Electronic Pre-press Screen Printing Technician
iv) Processes to use ink optimisation software, apply press compensation profile curves and verifying integrity of the proofs) in screen printing

[bookmark: _Toc187637623]Task 4:  Evaluating and performing pre-flight checks on pre-press media for screen printing (NQF Level 4)
[bookmark: _Toc187636017][bookmark: _Toc187637624]Unique Product or Service: 
[bookmark: _Toc187636018][bookmark: _Toc187637625]Pre-press media ready and suitable for layout and/or imposing in screen printing

Knowledge Focus Areas
· Introduction to printing and packaging
· Pre-press hardware and software
· Computer literacy 
· Printing processes and requirements
· Print finishing processes and requirements
· Colour theory and management
· File delivery method
· Conceptual knowledge
· Industry terminology
· Quality print specifications (colour profiles, resolution, fonts, overprinting, knock-outs, trapping, bleed) 
· Errors on file
· Client liaison (including a request for a new file)
· Methods of file preparation (Image sizing, proper naming conventions)

Occupational Responsibilities:
i) Maintain the integrity and print readiness of pre-press media  (NQF Level 4)

The learner will be required to:
a. Use computer to set-up and operate pre-flight software applications
b. Receive, process and interrogate pre-press media 
c. Analyse the pre-flight report and initiate corrective action

[bookmark: _Toc187636019][bookmark: _Toc187637626]Occupational Contexts: 
(All these contexts are at Level 4)
I. Processes to give learners basic exposure to creative software applications
II. Observe and assist an Electronic Pre-press Technician operate pre-flight software applications, generate and analyse pre-flight report and take corrective action in screen printing
III.  Operate pre-flight software applications, generate and analyse pre-flight report and take corrective action under supervision of an Electronic Pre-press Technician in screen printing
IV. Operate pre-flight software applications, generate and analyse pre-flight report and take corrective action independently but subject to quality checks by an Electronic Pre-press Technician in screen printing

[bookmark: _Toc187637631]Task 5:    Using computer applications to create print layouts and impositions for screen printing (NQF Level 4)
Unique Product or Service: 
Pre-media file ready for contract proofing for screen printing

Knowledge Focus Areas
· Printers marks
· Impositions, layouts, grips
· Imposition software
· Specific requirements of different types of styles
· Proofing profiles for different printing substrates
· Artwork elements

Occupational Responsibilities:
i) Create impositions and layouts as per print and print finishing requirements (NQF Level 4)

The learner will be required to:
a. Create imposition schemes
b. Assign pages to imposition schemes
c. Create print layouts
d. Assign artwork elements to print layouts
e. Allocate printer marks

Occupational Contexts:
(All these contexts are at Level 4)
i) Observe and assist an Electronic Pre-press Technician create print layouts and impositions (to include all printing and print finishing process requirements) in screen printing
ii) Create print layouts and impositions (to include all printing and print finishing process requirements) under supervision of an Electronic Pre-press Technician in screen printing
iii) Create print layouts and impositions (to include all printing and print finishing process requirements) independently but subject to quality checks by an Electronic Pre-press Technician in screen printing

External Assessment Strategy (External Assessment)
An external integrated summative assessment, conducted through the relevant QCTO Assessment Quality partner is required for the issuing of this qualification.
The external integrated summative assessment will focus on the exit level outcomes and associated assessment criteria.
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The external summative assessment will be a trade test as prescribed under Section 26d of the Skills Development Act and defined in the trade test regulations conducted through an evaluation of practical tasks and theoretical questions covering critical aspects in a simulated environment at an assessment centre accredited by the QCTO and conducted by an assessor registered by NAMB. The assessment will take place over a minimum of 2 days (no contexts for contextualisation specified).

[bookmark: _Toc187636029][bookmark: _Toc187637640]Integrated Assessment Focus Areas to be Assessed Externally 	
Weighting
	1. 
	Convert pre-press media for output devices (RIP) for screen printing (NQF Level 4)
	20

	2. 
	Produce image carriers for screen printing  (NQF Level 2)
	20

	3. 
	Prepare contract proofs for screen printing (NQF Level 4)
	10

	4. 
	Evaluate and performing pre-flight checks on pre-press media for screen printing (NQF Level 4)  
	25

	5. 
	Use computer applications to create print layouts and impositions for screen printing (NQF Level 4)
	25

	
	
	100




Part qualifications
1. Plate-maker in Screen Printing (NQF Level 2)
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