
ImprIntIng new possIbIlItIes 

printing sA hosted a graduation ceremony on 1 July 2014 at 3m in Johannesburg 
to recognise the efforts of 17 women who successfully completed a screen 
printing skills program. 

The project, a first for Printing SA and the brainchild of Ms Tania Rhode 
from printing sA, involved the training of women from rural or township 
areas in the art of screen printing. the practical training was combined with 
some entrepreneurial training to enable the women to establish their own 
businesses once they have mastered the art of screen printing. the project 
was funded by the Fp&m setA.

the 17 women (most of whom hailed from nearby soweto) excelled at 
the practical component of the training and at the end of the two weeks, 
were able to produce good quality screen printed products (as seen on 
the photograph). some of them combined their newly acquired skills with 
existing sewing skills and produced beautiful pillow cases.

some of the participants in the project already have their own businesses 
and will be able to add new products to their menu as a result of the training 
they have received. others have already started to investigate the possibility 
of starting new ventures either on their own or in partnerships with their 
new colleagues.

An additional element of the project, was the identification of 4 individuals 
who received additional facilitator training in order to extend the impact of 
the project even further. the facilitators will be able to assist the trainers 
to bridge the language barriers and will also be used on future projects to 
provide training.

the participants were very appreciative of the opportunity that had been 
given to them to participate in the project. they all enjoyed the practical 
training immensely and recognised the value added by the entrepreneurship 
training. they now better understand basic business principles such as basic 
costing and managing supplies. they all agreed that being part of the program 
empowered them beyond their expectations. their newfound knowledge 
about the printing sector has opened their eyes to the business opportunities 
available in the printing industry. Their message to the youth was to find 
similar interventions and to participate in these whenever possible.

As part of the project, printing sA facilitated visits for the participants 
to established printing firms in the Johannesburg area to show them the 
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Mr Stephens Thobela, Deputy 
CEO of Printing SA handed the 
certificates over to the learners 
during the graduation ceremony.
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different printing processes. the women were very impressed with the processes and machinery that they 
observed and it added to their aspirations to start and grow their own businesses. 

In addition, printing sA arranged shuttle buses for the participants to visit the FespA Africa expo (www.
fespaafrica.com). the expo is aimed at showcasing digital print technology for Africa and covers all aspects 
of signage, wide format digital printing, garment decoration and screen printing. At the expo, the participants 
were given VIp treatment by the organisers. As part of their training, they were taught the foil printing process 
and were able to create their own t-shirts through their newly attained skill. 

basic screen printing starts up kits were donated to each of the participants. the kits (packaging and contents) 
were sponsored by firms in the industry and will enable the women to continue practicing their craft until they 
are able to procure their own supplies and equipment.

The 17 women who participated in the Printing SA Screen Printing Skills Program recently conducted in Gauteng.
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